
 

SATURDAY VIGIL 
4:00 PM - St. Teresa of Avila 

 

SUNDAY 
           8:00 AM - Church of the Nativity 

 10:00 AM - St. Teresa of Avila  
 12:00 PM - St. Teresa of Avila 

ST. TERESA OF AVILA  
146 Main St South 

Woodbury, CT 06798 

CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY 
48 East Street 

Bethlehem, CT 06751 
 

MONDAY & THURSDAY  
8:00 AM - St. Teresa of Avila 

 

TUESDAY & FRIDAY 

8:00 AM - Church of the Nativity 

SATURDAY CONFESSION 
3:00 PM - St. Teresa of Avila 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
 THURSDAY following the 8:00 AM Mass 

St. Teresa of Avila 

MASS SCHEDULE DAILY MASS 

OCTOBER 19, 2025 

Rev. George Vellaplackil, Pastor 
fr.vellaplackil@aohct.org 



 

PRINCE OF PEACE PARISH 

Welcome to Prince of Peace Parish! 

Staī 

Rachel LePine, Secretary 
203.263.2008 ext. 100 
princeofpeace@aohct.org 
 

Sarah Raposo, Bookkeeper/Communications 
203.263.2008 ext. 103 
Ʊnance.princeofpeace@aohct.org 

communication@princeofpeaceparish-aohct.org 

 

Alexis Chacchia, Director of Faith Formation 
203.263.2008 ext. 101 
faith@princeofpeaceparish-aohct.org   
 

Sherry Zigmunds, Music Director 
sherrylangrock@gmail.com    
 
OƯice Volunteers 
Karen Kula / Susan Andros / Marie Bennett 
203.263.2008 ext. 105 

 

Stephen Sorriero, Custodian 

Our Parish Ministries 
Good Shepherds 

Clothing Bank    
Hospitality  Ministry 

 Intercessory Prayer Ministry  
St. Teresa Men’s Club  

Music Ministry 

Nurse/Health Ministry  
Parish Prayer Line     

St John Paul the Great Small Christian Community 

Sandwich Saturday  
Working Women of Faith  

Faith Formation 

Sanctuary Ministry 

Bereavement Ministry 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Serving Hearts - Volunteering at St. Vincent de Paul 

Parish Trustees 
Donald Kelly 
313.506.5688 

Donalddkelly@gmail.com 

David McKirdy 
203.263.3778 

davidmckirdy1@yahoo.com 

SANCTUARY LAMPS 
are lit this week in memory of: 

CHURCH OF NATIVITY:         Available 
                                          

ST. TERESA OF AVILA:          Available 

Monday, October 20th Weekday 

Thursday, October 23rd  Weekday 

8:00AM         Eric Kolenda, by Deirdre Bologna 

                      At St. Teresa Church 

Friday, October 24th Weekday 

NO MASS 

Tuesday, October 21st Weekday  
NO MASS 

Scott A. LedDuke, by Jackie LePine 

At Church of the Nativity 

4:00PM 

12:00PM 

10:00AM 

8:00AM 

Sunday, October 19th Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Richard & Mark Carpino, by Lorraine & Steve Mulhall 
At Church of the Nativity 

Annellen Gleissner, by Barbara Tamburri 
At St. Teresa Church  

Saturday, October 18th Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dawn Urso, by Catherine Urso 

At St. Teresa Church 

Jack and Georgina Perun, by Jack & Sharon Perun 

At St. Teresa Church 

12:00PM 

10:00AM 

8:00AM 

Dr. Virginia Perkinson, by Peter & Barbara Perkinson 

At St. Teresa Church 

Sunday, October 26th  Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

For the healing of Fr. Josh Wilbur 
by Steve & Lorraine Mulhall 
At Church of the Nativity 

Fritz Will - Birthday Remembrance 

by His Daughter, Kathrine Rutledge 

At St. Teresa Church  

Saturday, October 25th Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00PM 

Paul & Marie Perun, by Jack & Sharon Perun 

At St. Teresa Church 

8:00AM 

8:00AM 

8:00AM 



 

 

-Fr. George 

Dear friends, 
In our readings today, both Moses on the mountain and the persistent widow remind us of one powerful truth — prayer 
has power. Prayer changes things. Prayer changes people. Prayer moves the heart of God. 
1. Moses’ hands lifted in prayer. In the first reading from Exodus, we see Moses standing on a hill while Joshua fights the 
Amalekites below. As long as Moses’ hands were raised in prayer, Israel had the upper hand. But when he grew tired and 
lowered them, the enemy began to win. 
So Aaron and Hur stood beside him, holding up his hands — a beautiful image of community prayer, support, and persever-
ance. 
This story teaches us that victory in life’s battles is not won by strength or weapons — but by prayer. 
We all fight our own battles — for our families, our children, our faith, our health. And like Moses, we must keep our hands 
raised toward heaven. 
2. The widow who never gave up. In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us about a widow who would not give up. She kept going 
to an unjust judge, asking for justice, again and again, until the judge finally said, “I will grant her justice, so she doesn’t wear 
me out!” 
If an unjust judge can respond to persistence, how much more will our loving Father in heaven respond to His children who 
cry out to Him day and night? 

Jesus ends the story by saying, “Will not God see justice done for His chosen ones who cry to Him?” But then He adds a 
question that pierces the heart: “When the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on earth?” 
Will He find people still praying? Still trusting? Still believing? 

3. Prayer in our modern world. We live in a world that moves at lightning speed. Everyone is “too busy.” We scroll more 
than we pray. We talk more to our phones than to our God. 
And yet, never before has prayer been more urgently needed. 
Our children face dangers we never imagined — violence, drugs, online temptations, false friendships, and a culture that 
often confuses right and wrong. 
Parents today must be like Moses — standing in prayer over their children, hands lifted to heaven for protection, guidance, 
and faith. 
Mothers and fathers, your prayers are more powerful than you think. 
When you kneel before God, you stand between your children and evil. 
You may not always see the result right away — but God is working behind the scenes. 
4. Real examples of persevering prayer. St. Monica prayed for 17 years for the conversion of her son, Augustine. He be-
came one of the greatest saints and doctors of the Church. 
A mother today prays every night for her teenage son who has drifted from the faith. She may not see instant results, but 
her prayer is a shield around him. A father prays for his family’s unity even when misunderstandings arise. That unseen 
prayer brings peace that words cannot. 
5. Perseverance and confidence. Prayer is not magic — it is relationship. 
Sometimes God answers “yes,” sometimes “not yet,” and sometimes “I have something better.” But He always answers. 
When we pray, we are not trying to change God’s mind — we are opening our hearts to His will. The key is perseverance 
— never give up praying, even when nothing seems to change. Like Moses, keep your hands lifted. Like the widow, keep 
knocking. Like Jesus in Gethsemane, say, “Not my will, but Yours be done.” So, Prayer is the breath of our soul. Without it, 
our faith weakens. With it, we become strong even in weakness. 
Let us be people of prayer — faithful, patient, and confident. Let us pray for our children, for our families, for our Church, and 
for this troubled world. Because in the end, the greatest protection we can give our children is not money, not suc-
cess, not security — but prayer. When we place them in the hands of God, they are safe. 
So, let us lift our hands like Moses, and keep them lifted. Let us knock like the widow, and keep knocking. For as Jesus 
promised: “Ask, and you shall receive. Seek, and you shall find. Knock, and the door will be opened to you.” Amen. 
Have a great week and here is a thought.                
I heard about these three men who were out in the wilderness when they came upon this violent, raging river. They needed 
to get to the other side. 
The first man prayed, “God, please give me the strength to cross this river.” Poof! God gave him big arms and strong legs. 
He swam across — it took him two hours, but he made it! 
The second man saw that and prayed, “God, please give me the strength and the tools to cross this river.” Poof! God gave 
him a boat. He rowed across in 30 minutes. 
Then the third man prayed, “God, please give me the strength, the tools, and the intelligence to make it across.”                                                                                                                            
Poof! God turned him into a woman. She looked at the map, walked five minutes upstream... and crossed the bridge!  



 

 

 Ministry & Event Calendar 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18 
  8:15AM    Gr. K - 8 Faith Formation (Parish Office) 
10:00AM    Sandwich Saturdays (St. Teresa) 
  3:00PM    Confession (St. Teresa) 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19 
  9:00AM    Donuts and... (Church of the Nativity) 
11:00AM    2026 Mission Trip Info Session (St. Teresa) 
  3:00PM    Confirmation Session (Parish Office) 
  7:00PM    F.A.C. Youth Ministry Meeting (Parish Office) 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 20 
  9:30AM    New England Catholic Bible School Class (Parish Office) 
  7:00PM    St. Paul the Great Small Christian Community (Zoom) 
  7:00PM    Working Women of Faith (Parish Office) 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21 
1:00PM      Nurse/Health Ministry Meeting (St. Teresa) 
7:00PM      St. Paul the Great Small Christian Community (Zoom)  
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22 
  9:00AM    Wednesday Bible Study (Church of the Nativity) 
11:00AM    St. Paul the Great Small Christian Community (Nativity) 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23 
  2:15PM    Gr. 6 & 7 Faith Formation (St. Teresa) 
  3:30PM    Gr. K - 5th Faith Formation (St. Teresa) 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24 
10:00AM    Friday Disciples Bible Study (Church of the Nativity) 
10:00AM    Bereavement Ministry Meeting (Parish Office) 
  3:00PM    Clothing Bank Open 3p-5p (Church of the Nativity) 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25 
  8:15AM    Gr. K - 8 Faith Formation (Parish Office) 
10:00AM    Sandwich Saturdays (Church of the Nativity) 
10:00AM    Clothing Bank Open 10a-12p (Church of the Nativity) 
  3:00PM    Confession (St. Teresa) 
  5:00PM    Saturday Social (St. Teresa) 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26 
  9:00AM    Donuts and... (Church of the Nativity) 
  3:00PM    Confirmation Session (Parish Office) 

St. Teresa’s Men’s Club Scholarship Fund 

Nintendo Switch 2 Console RaƯle 

 

$20 a ticket. Only 100 tickets being sold! 

Winner will be chosen Friday, November 28, 2025 

 

All proceeds beneƱt the scholarship fund. 

Contact Mike DannenhoƯer at 203-233-0577 to buy tickets  



SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 19, 2025 

 

Eucharist for the Homebound 

Please notify the Parish office if you have a family member 
or loved one who is ill, in a nursing home or hospital, or oth-
erwise unable to attend Mass and wish to have our Eucha-

ristic ministers bring communion to those individuals. 

Today is World Mission Sunday! 
Today, every parish across the globe joins together for 
the only worldwide collection mandated by Canon 
Law—World Mission Sunday. Your generosity today 
supports the Pope’s missions in more than 1,124 terri-
tories where the Church is young or struggling. 

This year’s theme—“Missionaries of Hope Among the 
Peoples”—is a call to embody the love of God, poured 
into our hearts by the Holy Spirit (cf. Rom 5:5). Your 
offering today provides hope where despair too often 
dominates—through the building of churches, for-
mation of seminarians and religious sisters, healthcare 
clinics, and Catholic schools. 

Thank you for responding with faith, love, and generos-
ity. As Pope Francis told us, “Each of us is a mission 
on this earth” (Evangelii Gaudium, 273). Together, we 
share in that mission by ensuring that no one is exclud-
ed from the invitation to encounter Christ. 
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Munson-Lovetere
Funeral Home & 

Cremation Services, Inc.

Woodbury & Southbury

(203) 263-2146
www.munsonloveterefuneralhome.com

Sign up for automatic home delivery

860.274.3284

600 main street • oakville, connecticut

Generations of Warmth

Sindy Butkus
Broker Associate

KLEMM REAL ESTATE, INC.
ABR, GRI, E-Pro, SRES

www.sindybutkus.com

 203.263.4040	 203.232.3723

Pet Boarding    (203) 263-4496
30 Cedar Grove • Woodbury, CT 06798

drakeley.com

203-263-4336

Generations of Trust & Integrity

256 Main St. South, Woodbury

SANDRA G. HARRISON, LLC

certified public accountant

Tax, Financial & Business Services

34 Kimberly Lane
Woodbury, CT 06798

Tel (203) 263-7133 • Fax (203) 263-7150

sandiecpa2000@outlook.com

DESIGN • INSTALL • MAINTAIN

ORGANIC LAWN CARE
203-266-6363 • www.brookslandscapingct.com

Holly Poglitsch, MS, LPC, LADC
Psychotherapist

Individuals, Couples & Families

OfÏce Hrs. by Appointment 203-518-3088
450 Heritage Rd. , Suite 3E • Southbury, CT 06488

Email: hpoglitsch@yahoo.com

GOOD HILL
MECHANICAL SERVICES

INC.

53 Main St. So. • Woodbury
203.263.4557
www.ghmechanical.com

Equipment Upgrades & Maintenance Plans 
to Reduce Fuel & Energy Consumption

Free Estimates • 24/7 Emergency Services

Lic/Insured #1056, 

P1#203229,

S1#302906,

SM1#1368

Mimi DeLessio-Matta, DMD

Elina Bilman, DMD

Arya Sanlee, DMD

One Pomperaug Office Park 

Ste. 206, Southbury, CT 06488

PH (203) 264-I497 

FX (203) 264-4039

www.kidstoothcare.com

Specializing in:
• Generators • Agriculture Facilities • Custom Residential

• HVAC Control System • Industrial • Commercial

• High Bay Lightning • Greenhouses • Utility Grade Solar

Free Estimates!

Locations in: Prospect & Bethlehem, CT

Phone:	(203) 996-7038

Email:	 Of¿ce@purepowerelectric.com
Lic.#E1-0195380	 Fully Insured We value our relationships with our clients.

ESTATE PLANNING

PROBATE

ELDER LAW

(203) 263-1911
15% Discounted services 

for parishioners

MARK PANCRAZIO, ESQ.

www.trustsestateselderlawct.com

4 South Pomperaug Avenue

Woodbury, CT 06798 	               Parishioner

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  Joshua Nwaozuzu

jnwaozuzu@4lpi.com

(800) 477-4574 x7611

750 Main St. South Southbury

Richard M. Carpino

Family Owned Since 1991

203-264-1991 • www.carpinofuneralhome.com

BUYING, SELLING or DOWNSIZING?
Your goals are our priority.

Joe Conforti
REALTOR®

203-768-0594

joeconforti58@gmail.com

Sarita Conforti
REALTOR®

203-893-9342

saraconforti58@rocketmail.com

BANNON

& HERBERT

Pray a Weekly Rosary to
Save Souls & Shut Down

Planned Parenthood

Learn more:

marianbluewave.com or email
MaryAnne stoppct@aol.com

MDMedAlert!™

/mo.$1995
Starting At

md-medalert.com

800.809.3570

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
CALL NOW!

“STAY SAFE in the 

HOME YOU LOVE!”

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family 4 GPS & Fall Alert

OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

(203) 264-0800
Two Pomperaug O�ce Park 

Ste 106, Southbury, CT 06488

barbarakilkennydpm.com
Diabetic Foot Care • Heel Pain

Ingrown Toenails • Warts

Barbara A,
Kilkenny DPM

Fully Licensed and Insured
Proudly serving Connecticut for more than 38 Years

ROOFING INSTALLATION & REPAIRS

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING

Call or Text 860-485-5887

5% DISCOUNT WITH MENTION OF THIS AD

Fully Licensed  
and Insured

LIC#E1-0200850

PEDRO J. FERRER, OWNER

EXPERIENCED ELECTRICAL  
SERVICE AT REASONABLE CO$T

203-733-3310  •  845-913-5175
FerrerElectricLLC.com

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1884 

860-274-8383  | 195 Main Street Watertown | www.hickcoxfuneralhome.com

H. Paul Hickcox ~ Carol M. Hickcox ~ Jonathan Jedd ~ Stephanie Umbro
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